40            WILLIAM MORRIS
result of a bomb, and the reverend Master rose to explain that the situation was none of his making*
At the end of 1884 Morris and his supporters broke faway from the Social Democratic Federation (leaving I it under the leadership of Mr. Hyndman) and founded (another group which they called the Socialist League. Morris he^d now the still more responsible position of being the recognised leader of his section ; he had also to find most of the money to run the League and its propagandist paper, the Commonwealth which led off well with a first number which sold out one edition of 5000 and then printed a second. Society at large saw at last that Morris really meant business, and he came in for the usual abuse that is hurled at any one who is feared. As he spent most of his money in furthering Socialism, naturally the Radical and Tory tried to stop him by the taunt that he, as a Socialist, had no right to any surplus wealth at all; to which Morris very easily replied that it was his business to help the whole of the working classes to regain their rights, rather than think only of the men in his own business. When Morris next went to Oxford to lecture, the platform was stormed at the finish of the meeting (mainly of course by harmless and brainless undergraduates). Then Morris got himself arrested in a London Police Court on a charge of having assaulted a policeman. What really had happened was that Morris and his friends cried " shame" when the magistrate had imposed a sentence of two months hard labour on one of their comrades for speaking in